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this absolute has been correctly stated by Spinoza. It is immovable, 
infinite, and absolutely indeterminate. It can have neither movement, nor 
life, nor existence, nor consciousness. But Spinoza erred in method, by 
starting with this absolute as a datum of thought, and trying to proceed 
from it to particular existence (p. 306). The true order is from physiology 
to psychology, and from psychology to ontology, and these transitions, 
declared so difficult by preceding philosophers, are not so impossible if taken 
boldly. 

Beginning with the first of these, the author argues from the physiology 
of sensation, as follows : All sensation involves response to stimulation, or 
change ; this, in turn, implies want of equilibrium between organism and 
environment ; hence all consciousness is, by its very nature, the result of 
a defect in equilibrium, of an imperfection, and thus contradicts reason 
(p. 1 36) — an ingenious form of the familiar principle of relativity. Another 
point of view for regarding this same conscious process is to consider it as 
involving a reaction against some physical process (stimulus), and hence 
as implying a relative independence and liberty. Consciousness exists 
only by liberty, yet a liberty which is only relative. These two points are 
conclusive against materialism and spiritualism. On the other hand, the 
very fact that the domain of consciousness is that of liberty marks its 
fatally personal character. It is not absolute. 'Good' and 'evil' are terms 
arising from this egoistic standpoint. Egoism is necessary for life. But, 
as the mind develops, it ceases to be satisfied with the knowledge of phe- 
nomena — the sciences of construction — and seeks a science of reality. 

This brings us to the second transition, that from psychology to ontology. 
The author's position is a not particularly novel restatement of the inference 
from the relativity of knowledge, viz., that the absolute must be indeter- 
minate, but he is careful to say that it is, of course, impossible to think it as 
indeterminate, since all thought is necessarily determinate (p. 307). Just 
how the doctrine that all determination (and hence all thought) is negation, 
and that "there is no place for negation in the plentitude of being " (p. 307), 
is to be reconciled with the attempt of the author to instruct us at all about 
the absolute ; and in particular to lay down a constitutive law of it (p. 323) 
is not clear. The practical outcome which the author seeks, is to arrest the 
soul in its egoistic strivings, by pointing the way to a true liberty to be 
attained through complete annihilation of the self in the infinite. 

The book is a curious mingling of Spinoza and Pascal with modern 
psychology and physiology, of ingenious interpretation with quite naive 
and uncritical use of categories. J. H. Tufts. 

Kant und Helmholtz : Popularivissenschaftliche Studie. Von Dr. Lud- 
wig Goldschmidt. Hamburg und Leipzig, Voss, 1898. — pp. xvi, 135. 
A defence of Kant's doctrine of space against the views of Helmholtz. 
It is quite ' popular ' in both form and content, and does not add any- 
thing to the subject. J. H. Tufts. 



